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AHMF Mission Statement, Vision &
Values

AHMF Mission Statement

To support Nationally the Preservation of Historic
and Classic vehicles and machinery.

AHMF Vision

To maintain continued use and enjoyment of
Historic vehicles and machinery.

AHMF Values
Respect — National Collaboration - Support
Community — Preserving Motoring Heritage -

Inclusively — Sustainability.

STATE/TERRITORY COUNCILS

New South Wales
- Council of Motoring Clubs NSW

Queensland
- Queensland Historic Motoring Council Inc QHMC

CMC NSW

South Australia
- Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs SA Inc FHMC SA

Victoria
- Association of Motoring Clubs Inc AOMC

- Federation of Veteran, Vintage & Classic

Vehicle Clubs Inc. FvvCvC
Western Australia
- Council of Motoring Clubs WA CMC WA

ASSOCIATE MEMBER
- Australasian Motor Museums Association AMMA

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President David Berner FVVHVC
Vice-President Keith Mortimer AOMC
Secretary John Goddard FVVHVC
Treasurer Keith Mortimer AOMC
Newsletter Editor ~ Christine Stevens QHMC
Webmaster Christine Stevens QHMC
Public Officer Hugh Davis FHVC SA

Greetings to all
readers and
welcome to the
Winter Edition of
Spoke'n’Hub
Torque.

Being based in
Melbourne, | must
say the Wintery
blast has hit us at
last during the past
week. At least we
are getting some
very much needed rain.

Sunday the 18™ of May saw this year’s National
Motoring Heritage Day. Again, this year | attended
a wonderful Motoring event that was held at
Murrabit in northern Victoria. Murrabit has a
population of 230 people, according to the 2021
Census, and was a great venue to celebrate
National Motoring Heritage Day. The event was
attended by over 70 quality motor vehicles. Given
the number of events held on this day in this area,
this was a pleasing number of attendees. The 300-
kilometre trip home was broken by looking at the
high number of Veteran, Vintage and Classic
vehicles that were also travelling on the roads on
this special day. | have also received updates from
all Australian states which confirmed on this day
the movement was out in force across Australia.

The Australian Historic Motoring Federation is for
the entire movement across Australia. We aim to
make this publication of interest to all readers. |
want to acknowledge the tireless effort of our Editor
Christine Stevens who with every publication
proves constantly that hard work and application
has its own rewards and, in this instance, that is the
publication of Spoke’n’Hub Torque. For this and on
behalf of the entire movement, | wish to express out



thanks for a job well done. Just getting me to do
my article | am sure, at times, takes all of
Christine’s persuasion and patience. We can all
help make Christine’s task easier. Me, by simply
getting what | need to her on time and the rest of
the movement by providing articles for publication
that readers may find of interest in future editions.
We would also welcome any constructive
suggestions that may enable us to further enhance
the readability as we move forward.

Winter is also a popular time for clubs to celebrate
“Christmas in July”. My own club is having a well-
supported event late July to a small country hotel
where we plan to eat drink and be merry. All the
time, spending much need money in our drought-
stricken areas and enjoying the camaraderie and
social contact just being a member of our
movement provides us.

We have again this year entered a vehicle into the
Mystery Box Rally. This will be our third year in
succession. This event raises much needed funds
for Cancer Australia. So far, our entry has raised
$40,000 over the past three years. In mid-August
we take off for Broken Hill and from this point we
have no idea where the next day will take us. All
we know is the route will be challenging for our old
EL Falcon and its drivers and neither has been
beaten in the previous two rallies.

Till next time keep warm
David Berner
President

Australian Historic Motoring Federation.
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MBCCWA 65th OFFICIAL LAUNCH &
BUSINESS LUNCHEON - A
MILESTONE CELEBRATION AT

WHITEMAN PARK

18th May 2025 — Whiteman Park Motor Museum

After more than a year of meticulous planning,
collaboration, and anticipation, the Mercedes-Benz
Car Club of Western Australia officially launched its
65th Anniversary celebrations with a sold-out
Business Luncheon held at the iconic Motor
Museum of WA. It was a day befitting this landmark
occasion — an evocative tribute to the Club’s
legacy as the oldest Mercedes-Benz Car Club in
Australia and the third oldest globally, following only
the UK and USA.

A total of 75 guests, including interstate members,
local dignitaries, and business representatives,
gathered in the RAC Room for a retro-styled buffet
luncheon curated by the dedicated team at the
Country Women’s Association. Not only was the
meal heartfelt and traditional, but it also supported
a greater cause, with all proceeds directed to
charitable efforts. This was further complemented
by an old-fashioned fruit punch and a fine selection
of Mongrel Creek wines from Western Australia’s
renowned South West region.

The occasion also marked the eve of the 65th
Anniversary South West Tour, which welcomed
participants from across the country. A carefully
curated static display of club vehicles, including 65-
year-old classics and past concours winners, took
pride of place incorporated into the museum
collection. Each vehicle had a story to tell, and their
owners were on hand to share their rich personal
histories with fellow enthusiasts. A framed
congratulatory certificate from Mercedes-Benz
Germany was prominently displayed alongside a
moving testimonial (published in The West
Australian) detailing the legacy of the three-pointed



star in Australian family life—both of which appear
in full in this magazine edition.

Many attendees had never visited the Motor
Museum of Western Australia before and relished
the opportunity to explore its expansive collection,
enriched by the Club’s display. Inside, the RAC
Room was transformed with historical décor,
including a retro film montage of Mercedes-Benz
milestones and  innovations.  Four large

commemorative banners, produced thanks to the
generous support of Nello Magro from Prestige
Property Group and Tonino’s Old World Garage,
showcased the theme “Heritage Creates Future.”

After the buffet luncheon, Club President David
Gebert and Secretary Denise Clydesdale-Gebert
introduced guest speaker Mr. Paul Blank — a
former MBCCWA President and respected WA
motoring identity. Paul gave an engaging
presentation that included insights into the unique
Mercedes-Benz vehicles in WA history, such as the
controversial 1901 Benz housed at the York Motor
Museum and a replica of the 1886 Patent
Motorwagen, generously loaned, transported, and
insured by the RAC.

One of the highlights of the day was Paul’s live
interviews with nine vehicle owners, delving into
their personal journeys and the irreplaceable
stories behind their prized Mercedes-Benz vehicles.
From tales of restoration to generational ownership,
the shared passion and loyalty to the brand were
tangible.

The afternoon concluded with a toast —
champagne glasses raised high — as members
and guests honoured 65 years of continuous
dedication to the Mercedes-Benz marque in
Western Australia. A symbolic contrast was on
display: the 2025 Mercedes-Benz C350e Plug-In
Hybrid, provided by Mercedes-Benz Australia
Pacific, parked proudly beside the 1886
Motorwagen replica, reminding us of how far

engineering and innovation have come—and how
much lies ahead.

The C350e, along with many of the heritage
vehicles and their proud custodians, departed the
next day on the two-week Anniversary Tour through
the scenic South West. The convoy included club
members from every corner of the country,
including three Club Presidents and two past
Presidents, reinforcing the strength and shared
passion of our national network.

This milestone launch was a testament to the
Club’s heritage, the dedication of its members, and
the enduring allure of the Mercedes-Benz legacy.
We extend heartfelt thanks to Patric O’Callaghan
and the Motor Museum’s incredible volunteers,
whose support made this event truly unforgettable.

As we journey into our 66th year and beyond, one
thing remains certain: the passion for the star
endures, and the future of our Club shines ever
brighter.

Denise Clydesdale-Gebert
Secretary
Mercedes-Benz Car Club of WA

DISCLAIMER

Readers Please note:

Whilst every endeavour is made to ensure all
articles appearing in this publication are accurate,
the AHMF recommends all information provided
should validated by the reader to ensure it is
accurate and applicable to their state and should
not solely rely on it in isolation.

The opinion of the writer is not necessarily the
opinion of the AHMF.



PLANDING THE OATS 2025

After the inch of rain last weekend it was time for
the members Central Victorian Restoration Group
to get the seed into the ground at Huntly.

Lunch time

A Shearer and a Massey Ferguson seeders were
ready to go. The truck was in place with the seed
and fertilizer all in the grouper. Time to get going.
On Friday Ray was off with his Fordson Power
Major with 6 cylinder engine and the Shearer
seeder which the club has refreshed and we were
hoping that it's going to work better than last year’s
one which broke again in the second round. Neville
followed with his John Deere and Massy Ferguson
seeder. They each did two laps before they needed
more seed. The flow rate was adjusted, seeders
refiled and back going again. This time the rate
was just right.

Next morning we woke to heavy fog. That didn’t
dieter 14 club members being on site. President
Tony came with his Ford 4WD tractor and Jarrod
with his Fordson Power Major 4 cylinder. Both were
hooked up to the seeders. Fordson, the Shearer
and Ford the Massey Ferguson. The planting rate
was just right again.

John Deere



Other members were cleaning up more sticks and
getting the fire going for hot water and BBQ lunch.
Others were packing up some surplus equipment
ready to be relocated. Neil arrived with the things
for lunch and Terry took on the role of doing the
cooking on the BBQ which was very hot by lunch
time. Soon everyone was feasting on sausages and
onion in bread. Then biscuits and a hot drink to
follow.

Ford 4WD

By 2:30pm the seeding was all done. The seed
boxes cleaned out and everything packed up by
3:00pm.

Now all we have to do is wait for rain and see how
the oats grow. Should be a good crop the same as
last year.

Next morning now an 8 mils of rain which is very
good to see.

President
Tony

Central Victorian Restoration Group

FROM THE SPOKE'N'HUB TORQUE
EDITOR

AHMF President, David,
has shouldered some of
the blame for recent late
Spoke'n'Hub Torque
Newsletter editions,
though it was a
"combined effort". Once |
did receive the articles, |
then had other
commitments that | had
to attend to. Hopefully,
we are now back on
track.

We have received our
first report from WA
which is excellent. We
need a balance from all Australian states and
territories.

We can also reply on Neil Athorn to supply us with
articles and photos of events of the historic tractors.

| received an email from one of the State Councils
asking why one council has their events publicised
but | had not included theirs. The answer if very
simply. Please forward me your major event
information and it will be published. We can only
print what we are provided.

| look forward to receiving more articles from
around Australia.

Due dates :

Articles to Editor: 1% September 2025
Distribution Date: 15" September 2025

Share this Newsletter

Please pass this newsletter on to other historic
motoring enthusiasts.

If you wish to be added to the distribution list please
email the Editor.

Email newsletter articles (Word & jpeg format) to
christine@ftrs.com.au .



