Operating Heritage Australia
The last few months have seen a lot of activity
around items of operating heritage threatened with
export.

The responses by the Department of the Arts and
the Minister under the Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act have been most encouraging.
We believe that this is due to the efforts of the operating heritage sector—you—in speaking up in
defence of Australia’s cultural heritage.
Some examples:

Refusal of Export Permit for significant
traction engine

Return of rare Australian tractor illegally exported to USA

Minister moved swiftly following widespread concern to protect the Holden archives and concept
car collection
Department indicated that Australia’s first Holden Dealer Team Monaro was unlikely to obtain
an export permit.

Negotiations continuing to retain Australian-built
icebreaker in Australia
Following advice from the operating heritage community,
the Cultural Property Section of the Department of the
Arts has instructed auctioneers to advise prospective
purchasers that a permit would be required for export.
The traction engine is an example of this process being
followed.
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ACTIVITIES of OPERATING HERITAGE AUSTRALIA
In February 2020 Operating Heritage Australia, together with Engineers Australia, met with
the Department of the Arts in Canberra to:
• Request the urgent implementation of recommendations made in the 2015 Review of the
Protection of Movable Heritage Act. These recommendations are supported by the entire
heritage community and all major political parties.
• Establish relationships with the Department of the Arts to assist the Department with the
application of the new and revised Act.
• The Cultural Property Section of the Department encourages our continued assistance.
In April 2020 Operating Heritage Australia met with the Min. for the Arts, Mr Paul Fletcher to:
• Inform the Minister that more than 300,000 owners or members of organisations which
own objects of operating heritage (including 2000 in his own electorate) are committed to
preserving and displaying objects of Australia’s cultural heritage in operating condition.
• Specifically ask him to request his fellow Ministers to sign-off on the revised Protection of
Movable Cultural Heritage Act legislation.
The Minister was surprised by the size of the operating heritage sector. We have more participants and more attendees at events and sites that the National Rugby League!
He was aware of the recent issues— Holden, MacDonald tractor, icebreaker, etc.
He committed to “encourage” his colleagues to sign-off on the legislation

We need your continuing help
Your willingness to speak up on issues like the Holden archives and
significant vehicles, tractors, traction engines, ships and all types of
operating heritage is having an impact! Please keep it up.

REPORT - If you are aware of significant operating heritage threatened
with export please contact movable.heritage@arts.gov or by phone on
1800 819 461 - the Cultural Property Section, Department of the Arts,
Canberra. You have been invited by the Cultural Property Section to be
their “eyes and ears” so don’t hesitate to contact them, even if you just
want to clarify something about heritage exports
SUPPORT - OHA’s campaign to improve the laws affecting operating
heritage owners and organisations. It is often easier for constituents to
meet their local members. If you can help OHA to meet:
•
Sussan Ley, Minister for the Environment, Member for Farrer
•
Simon Birmingham, Minister for Tourism, Senator South Australia
Make sure you contact us to help the cause!
TALK AND WORK WITH other heritage organisations in your local area
or area of interest to increase impact. BE CONFIDENT that you have
the same concerns as more than 300,000 other dedicated people. Promote what you do and what you need.
TELL Operating Heritage Australia what you need to preserve Australia’s
operating heritage. For further information on Operating Heritage Australia
Please contact operatingheritageaustralia@gmail.com
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