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Australian Historical Motoring Federation 

Meeting/ AGM  

Minutes –Meeting Saturday 4th October & Sunday 5th 

October 2025 
Present: David Berner FVVCVC President, Christine Stevens QHMC Delegate, Neville Launer FVVCVC Delegate, Terry 
McGrath CMC WA Delegate, Denise Clydesdale-Gebert CMC WA Delegate, Keith Mortimer AOMC Treasurer, Hugh 
Davis FHMC SA Public officer, Brian Davey FHMC SA Delegate, Graeme Harlor NSW Historic Motoring Association 
Delegate, John Goddard FVVCVC Delegate, Tony O’Donnell CMC NSW Delegate, Kay NSW Delegate 

Visitors- Melissa Horne, MP, Janelle Berner (minute secretary) 

Apologies: Terry Thompson OAM CMC NSW, Albert Budsworth QHMC, Boyd & Karen Symington CMC NSW, 

Daryl Meek AOMC, Neil Athorn FVV &CVC 

 

Meeting Opened at 10 am by Melissa Horne MP, Victorian Minister for Health, Infrastructure, Roads and Safety. 

The 2025 AHMF Annual General Meeting began with a tour of the historic Victorian Railways Workshop, offering 
members a unique opportunity to explore the heritage-listed site and view the beautifully restored locomotives and 
rolling stock that showcase Australia’s engineering legacy. 

Following the tour, the conference was officially opened at 10am by Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister Horne spoke 
about the vital role that motoring organisations play in community connection, public engagement, and the 
promotion of safe driving practices. 

She drew attention to the sobering toll of the past year, noting that 220 lives were lost on Victorian roads, a trend 
reflected nationally. Despite Victoria’s leadership in road safety—being the first state to introduce compulsory 
seatbelts—nearly one in five motorists still travel unbelted. She also commented on the noticeable decline in 
courtesy and attentiveness on the roads since the pandemic, which has disproportionately affected motorcyclists, 
cyclists, pedestrians, and other vulnerable groups. 

The Minister reaffirmed her commitment to progressing greater consistency and cooperation between state road 
authorities and acknowledged the AHMF’s ongoing work in advocating for heritage motoring, public safety, and 
improved community awareness. 

In response, David raised concerns regarding the negative language often used in media reports, particularly 
references to historic vehicles as “clunkers.” He emphasised that this terminology is misleading and unfair. David 
reiterated that historic vehicles contribute minimal environmental impact, with many clocking under 100 km per 
year, and that the movement delivers far greater benefits to communities—socially, culturally, and economically—
than it takes from the environment. He also noted that all states operate club permit schemes with varying 
requirements, including annual roadworthiness checks. 

Minister Horne indicated her openness to continuing to support and advocate for issues brought forward by the 
AHMF. 
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At 10:36 am, David formally opened the AHMF Annual General Meeting and welcomed members, including 
Graeme, attending his first AHMF meeting, and Terry, who travelled to participate. 
Christine welcomed Janelle Berner as the minute-taker for the session. 

David called for any actual or perceived conflicts of interest. None were declared. 

Presidents Report 

Outgoing President David Berner provided an overview of the past twelve months, describing it as a year marked by 
significant advocacy work, ongoing challenges, and strong achievements across the movement. 

David opened by addressing the continuing tax and compliance pressures facing clubs nationwide. Uncertainty 
remains around various tax requirements, and the Luxury Car Tax continues to be a contentious issue. He noted that 
current definitions fail to reflect the nature of genuine historic vehicles and urged that the debate must continue 
into the coming year. 

He acknowledged the work of states and territories throughout 2024–25, giving special recognition to Jennifer 
Moltisanti for delivering a highly successful Western Australian state conference, which drew representation from 
more than 100 clubs. 

An insurance review is scheduled to take place later in the day, with several items requiring further consideration. 

David reported mixed results from National Motoring Heritage Day: while some states experienced excellent local 
turnout, the level of national media attention remained low, highlighting the need for stronger, more unified 
promotion. 

He spoke at length about the movement’s public image, noting that historic motoring continues to be 
misunderstood by parts of the media and broader community. David emphasised that these vehicles: 

 are driven very infrequently, often under 100 km per year 
 produce a negligible carbon footprint 
 represent decades of preservation, repair, and recycled engineering 
 provide immense community, cultural, and mental-health value 

He stressed that the historic motoring movement must tell its story more loudly and more clearly, as the public 
benefits delivered by clubs far outweigh any perceived environmental concerns. 

David called on the AHMF to take a more assertive and forward-facing approach in the year ahead by adopting a 
clear, data-supported position on environmental responsibility and the social impact of historic motoring. He 
emphasised the importance of moving beyond reactive communication and instead setting the narrative: “These are 
not clunkers — they are part of Australia’s cultural fabric.” 

He concluded his report by advising members that he will not be standing for re-election as President in 2026 and 
encouraged the Federation to continue strengthening its national voice, improving public engagement, and 
positioning the movement as a valuable contributor to Australia’s community life. 

Moved- Keith Mortimer, Seconded- Terry McGrath- Carried  
 

Minutes of Previous Meeting September 2024 & business arising 

Moved: David Berner Seconded: Christine Stevens and carried that the minutes of previous meeting in 

September 2024 be accepted- 8 voted, 4 abstained  

 

Confirmation public officer- Hugh Davis 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Keith Mortimer presented the audited financial statements and confirmed that the organisation remains 
in a sound financial position. He advised that all reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for 
review. 

Keith noted that the organisation paid $301 in income tax last year and that it was not yet clear whether a tax 
payment would be required for the current year. Despite this, the Federation’s overall financial health remains 
stable. 

After outlining current income and expenditure levels, Keith recommended that membership fees remain unchanged 
at $500 for full members and $100 for associate members. The motion to retain the existing fee structure was 
moved, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

The meeting also discussed opportunities to generate small supplementary revenue, including the possibility of 
offering paid advertising placements within the Hub & Spoke newsletter to help offset minor operational losses. 

Treasurer’s report: Moved- Keith Mortimer Seconded: David Berner Carried-  
 

General Meeting Closed 11:45am- AGM Opened at 11:45am 
 

Election of office bearers: 

David Berner thanked the outgoing committee for their work over the past year and vacated the chair as he is 

standing down and handed over to Christine as the returning officer. Christine declared all the positions vacant, and 

all members thanked David for his 4 years as president.  

 

President: Terry McGrath- nominated by David Berner, seconded by Denise Clydesdale-Gebert - accepted  

Vice President:  David Berner- nominated by David Berner, seconded by Denise Clydesdale-Gebert - accepted 

Secretary: David Berner- nominated by David Berner, seconded by Denise Clydesdale-Gebert - accepted 

Treasurer:  Keith Mortimer- nominated by Neville Launer, seconded by Hugh Davis- accepted 

Webmaster:  Christine Stevens- nominated by Keith Mortimer, seconded by Hugh Davis- accepted 

Editor-   Christine Stevens- nominated by Brian Davey, seconded by- Hugh Davis- accepted 

Public officer-     Hugh Davis 

 

Duly elected as Committee Members 

 
Date and location of 2026 AHMF AGM- NSW will be hosting on Saturday 12th and 13th September 2026. Venue TBD 
John Goddard asked if we need to have a bi-annual meeting to cut down on costs. A vote was taken and the majority 
agreed to a once-a-year meeting.  

 
Meeting closed 12:12 am for lunch 
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Meeting Opened after lunch at 1:07pm 
 

AHMF Website- Christine reported that all website content is currently up to date and will be refreshed again once 
the new committee details are finalised. As part of the upcoming improvements, she plans to revise the membership 
section by removing physical state addresses and replacing them with streamlined state-based links to reduce 
duplication and improve clarity. 

The Robert Shannon Foundation area of the website will also be reworked, including the introduction of online 
application functionality to simplify the process for applicants. Keith asked whether the Foundation maintained a 
separate website; Christine confirmed that it does not. 

Discussion also took place regarding how the AHMF defines its focus. Terry suggested that the website should better 
reflect the modern breadth of the movement, including vehicles 25 years and older, as well as modified vehicles. 
Christine agreed and will update the wording to be more inclusive and reflective of contemporary membership 
trends. 

Members also considered opportunities to connect with like-minded automotive associations across Australia. Keith 
recommended undertaking some preliminary research before approaching other groups, noting the current 
instability within certain national bodies. The consensus was to begin making informal enquiries to gauge interest 
and potential alignment. 

Regarding communications, contributions from member states to the Hub & Spoke newsletter continue to be 
encouraged, with a view to strengthening AHMF’s ability to present a consistent national voice to government, 
media, and the broader public. Christine will send out the finished latest edition on next Tuesday.  

AHMF Bank accounts- Christine to be removed from the bank accounts and Terry to be added, with David Berner 
and Keith Mortimer to remain as bank administrator.  
 
Membership fees 2025- Current fees are $500 per organisation and $100 for associate members which hasn’t 
changed for some years. Keith stated there is a cash balance of around 42k dollars but there has been a loss this year 
but there aren’t plans for significant expenditure or special reason to spend money in the future so therefore he 
doesn’t feel a need to increase the fees. Keith moved that we don’t increase the fees- Seconded- Terry. Passed- all 
for. Terry mentioned that there are no paid adverts in the newsletter, and he knows of a few that would like to pay 
so he would ask around if all agreed (e.g.- Penrite). All members agreed. Terry to look at advertising opportunities. 
Fees last was increased in 2020 as per Christine.  
 
Establish AHMF stand on carbon/fossil fuels targets- David stated that there are currently no laws regulations in 
existence, but we are heading towards net zero emissions, but Terry suggested that we are doing the right thing 
given many cars have had many owners over the years and are reused regularly which is a part of the concern. David 
contacted a fuel company about the concern that petroleum fuel will not be available for older vehicles given it 
seems to be going EV. The response was that it’s not a concern for this generation or the next. AHMF needs to state 
that they are not against electric cars. David to follow up Canberra University and get evidence to determine stance. 
If councils agree on a statement, it can be released as a joint statement. David moved that he like a press release 
from the AHMF defining a clunker.  
 
Topics for discussion identified by delegates- Kay asked if the AHMF should have a social media page. Everyone 
agreed that it is worthwhile but getting somebody to run it is the issue. Terry suggested putting this in the newsletter 
to gauge interest. Graeme asked who the main audience would be, but David said it could be anybody as its just 
putting the net out.  
 
QHMC- Christine Stevens- review AHMF Affiliation fees as requested by QHMC council- QHMC asked for fees to be 
dropped on the basis that both have the same amount of money, and the federal body should have more money 
than the state.  Christine is against reducing the fees but raised the issue as requested. She will abstain from voting.  
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Robert Shannon Foundation report and financial update- John Goddard, new President, mentioned that they had a 
meeting yesterday to review the applications- two have been received from Victoria, a girl and a boy. Christine is 
standing down as chairperson with John Goddard appointed as chairperson. Thanks were made to Christine and 
Neville. Christine reiterated that trustees are maintained for 3 years and Hugh and David were reinstated with Terry 
McGrath newly appointed (terms aligned to 2029). Christine mentioned that the Robert Shannon Foundation has a 
little name branding issue given the links to Shannons insurance where there is no link. The idea could be to rebrand 
or rename. Lowering the minimum age to apply was discussed and the age of 15 years was decided to encourage 
youth participation. Neville read out financials including a balance of $150,169.39. Donations have been solid, and 
two grants had been awarded- Mildura Mitsubishi Cordia Project $3000 and Mallee Oil Steam Club- Lanz Bulldog 
Tractor Restoration $1000.  
 
Keith moved the AHMF donate 2.5k (500 more than the previous year), held pending tax-deductible status 
confirmation (Seconded- Tony. 5 Trustees abstained from vote and 1 abstination (Graeme)- Christine clarified that 
this was not until they receive tax deductibility confirmation or the end of financial year. 
 
Insurance Presentation (Neil Athorn or FVV and CVC Representative)- David reported after going through 
Gallaghers, AON and Marsh that Marsh was the best option to secure competitive rates for AHMF affiliated clubs. It 
will be up to the individual clubs to remain responsible for ensuring the policy suits their needs. They will be 
returning with information this week.  
 
National standards- State Government Rules raised by NSW Council- Australia has 7 countries for several 
movements including also HVNL. All have different rules, but Graeme stated that he would like to see- any changes 
in NSW is difficult to achieve as 4 bodies need to agree. David asked if they are advocating for a national standard. 
Graeme thinks the 25–30-year disparity between states in what is considered historic is the biggest issue and 
recommends engineering certificates being recognised in every state- a standardised system. All agreed that 
research needs to be done. Denise suggested that COAG would be the best vehicle to bring this up. Graeme 
suggested what is a national standard for engineering certificates needs to be discussed. Tony stated that so much is 
about compliance not standards. Graeme suggested we need to know what each states requirement are.  Also 
reviewing seatbelt regulations for non-original vehicles need to be followed up on in the future. To be followed up at 
the next Zoom meeting.  

 
End of the Day- meeting closed   5 pm 

 
Sunday 5th October 2025- Meeting opened at 9 am 

 
LCT Tax – David stated that essentially this is a political expediency. A car is defined as a car, not a motorcycle, 
designed to carry less than 2 tonnes and less than 9 passengers. David believes that this is not intended for AHMF. 
The question is if this is to be pursued or put on back burner. Terry suggested letters to the minister for finance and 
treasury and offer an advisory role. Lobbying for an exemption for vehicles 30 years and older to be investigated.  
 
AHMF National Motoring Heritage Day- a drive to promote the day was discussed and decided to be much needed. 
Marketing needs to be done to ensure public engagement. Terry suggested ringing your local member of parliament 
and take them for a drive in your car to raise the profile and support or partnering with national trust and issuing 
media releases to increase awareness.  Graeme mentioned that the issue ACT/NSW has is the weather changeability 
and events being cancelled. Keith stated that there is no typical car enthusiast. Kay suggested a display when 
Floriade is on.  
Confirmed for the third Saturday of May annually.  
 
Other topics- State and territory reports taken as read 
Strategic Plan- Keith raised the need for the AHMF to develop a formal strategic plan, particularly focused on 
addressing unintended consequences of emerging policies and ensuring that evidence-based information is available 
to present to politicians and decision-makers. 

He emphasised the importance of demonstrating that the historic motoring movement is not opposed to 
technological change, including the rise of electric vehicles, and that the organisation must position itself as 
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constructive rather than obstructive. Keith also noted that elements of the constitution may require rewording to 
better reflect the current and future direction of the movement. 

He proposed that a dedicated agenda item be included for next year’s meeting to commence work on a forward-
looking national advocacy strategy built around four key focus areas: 
• environmental perception 
• youth engagement 
• policy influence 
• the long-term future of the movement 

This framework would guide a unified national approach to advocacy and public communication. 

National Representation & Future Direction- John Goddard raised concerns about future national representation, 
noting that while David had successfully engaged Western Australia, other states remain unrepresented. He 
highlighted that there is currently no delegate from Tasmania or the Northern Territory, largely due to the absence 
of active peak bodies in those regions. 

Terry advised that he is willing to open discussions with the Queensland organisation. Christine is preparing a report 
for the Queensland body and will forward it to Terry once completed. John recommended that a formal letter also 
be sent to the president and secretary to help establish clearer communication. 

David commented that one of the movement’s ongoing challenges is promoting its value and raising its public 
profile. He noted that efforts had been made to involve Friends of Parliament and that this work must continue. 
David also mentioned that Minister Melissa Horne had taken photographs during the previous day’s activities, and 
he had granted permission for her to use them in her materials, recognising that this will help amplify the 
movement’s message. 

Tax Deductibility- Keith raised concerns about the long-standing $416 ATO threshold, noting that it has remained 
unchanged for well over a decade and no longer reflects current economic conditions. He explained that this 
outdated threshold affects when tax liability begins and how deductibility is assessed. 

Keith advised that he has a contact with expertise in this area and sought agreement from the committee to make 
further enquiries. The meeting supported him exploring this issue to better understand what options—however 
limited—may exist for progressing it. 

He noted that any advocacy in this space would require strong, clear messaging and that the AHMF should focus on 
communicating the social and community value of the movement rather than relying solely on tax-related 
arguments. Keith suggested that once the Robert Shannon Foundation secures deductible gift recipient status, it may 
provide a useful example of positive community impact. He also mentioned that there are already established tax-
deductible organisations, such as environmental charities, which could help illustrate how public benefit is 
recognised under current frameworks. 

David agreed, reinforcing that the AHMF must be prepared to demonstrate its social benefit if it wishes to influence 
policy or tax settings in the future. 

Data Collection: Denise moved a motion that we quantify how many clubs and members are represented. David to 
collate the numbers and circulate a national flowchart quantifying clubs and membership reach.   

 
Fossil Fuel Statement- AHMF needs to finalise their position paper indicating environmental responsibility and 
sustainability. Terry stated that the title tends to indicate older cars (historic). David stated that history is yesterday.  
 
Volunteering WA Pilot Project Presentation- Denise provided an overview of the volunteering initiative, referencing 
the detailed 11-page discussion paper distributed ahead of the meeting. The document outlines a proposed 
partnership with Volunteering WA to trial a structured support and training program aimed at addressing the 
increasing difficulty clubs face in attracting and retaining volunteers. 
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The concept involves a pilot program involving ten Western Australian clubs, with the intention that, if successful, 
the model could be expanded into a broader national framework. The long-term vision includes establishing a 
consistent training and consultation system accessible across all states. 

Delegates expressed interest in the proposal but agreed that further clarification is required before the AHMF can 
commit. Key questions raised included: 

 the full cost implications and required resources 
 what measurable outcomes and benefits would be delivered 
 expectations around club participation and volunteer engagement 
 how results would be evaluated and reported 

Brian noted that many clubs already struggle to recruit volunteers, and that asking them to volunteer for training 
programs may prove challenging. Keith stressed the need for clearly defined objectives, deliverables, and impact 
measures, while David asked for confirmation of what the project would deliver at each phase. 

Christine proposed organising a dedicated Zoom briefing with Volunteering WA to allow delegates to ask questions 
directly and gain clarity on scope and feasibility. This suggestion was supported. 

No financial decision was made at the meeting, and the proposal remains under active consideration. 

Denise Clydesdale-Gebert will continue liaising with Volunteering WA and provide further updates and Hugh Davis 
(South Australia) will explore possible collaboration with Volunteering SA. 

Youth involvement- a suggestion was made to have a family day to bring in teens.  
 

Workshop planning/ allocation of working group for next 12 months 
 
Wednesday 19th November @ 7:30pm ESDT 
 
Wednesday 18th February @ 7:30pm ESDT 
 
Wednesday 15th April @ 7:30pm EST 
 
Wednesday 17th June @ 7:30pm EST 
 
Wednesday 19th August @ 7:30pm EST 
 
AGM Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th September 2026- In NSW, location to be advised.  
 

 
Presidents closing statement- David thanked all for attending on the behalf of Victoria. David thanked Michelle 
Goddard for her work organising and Janelle Berner for taking minutes, WA, QLD, NSW and SA. David wished Terry 
all the best for taking over the role of president. John thanked David for his effort at president for 4 years. Hugh 
thanked David for organising this weekend. Christine thanked John, David and Michelle (especially to keep them in 
line), Ralph Coghill (HBMS Restoration group) and Bert Mason (HBMS) and all the volunteers at Steamrail including 
Ian and Floyd.  

 
 
Meeting closed 12:03pm 

 
 
 
 

 


