
FOR eight months, Ty Modra,
12, has spent most Saturday
mornings at the Qantas Han-
gar in Parap restoring a 1956
D3 BSA Bantam Major.

The bike was originally
bought by his grandfather
Robert Modra in Greenock,
South Australia in 1966, and Ty
is planning to restore it to a
point where he can ride it with
reliability.

He found the bike wrapped
in a cardboard box while work-
ing on the eight other motor-
bikes owned by his motor
enthusiast father.

“I can work on my bike at
the hangar and use the tools,
sand blasters, hoists and
ramps to restore it,” Ty said.

Having been allocated a
space at the hangar where he
can work on the bike, he’s now
been given an even bigger
boost with a $1000 grant to
cover restoration costs.

Ty submitted a grant appli-
cation to the Robert Shannon
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Foundation, requesting finan-
cial assistance with the resto-
ration and is now the first-ever
Territory applicant — and
youngest Australia-wide — to
receive such a grant.

“There are little things that
we need like new bolts and
bearings and new parts,” he
said. "So mostly I'm going to
spend the money on the parts.

“The back mudguard is bent
and one of the wheel spokes is
snapped and it doesn't start
yet but every Saturday we go
in and work with it.”

He said a career as a mech-
anic specialising in vintage cars
and bikes was in the pipeline.

“I want to be a mechanic
because it's a really interesting
job," he said.

"There's always lots of
things to learn."

Ty said his mentor, Peter
Grice, had been meeting with
him at the hangar every Satur-
day morning to guide him
through the restoration pro-
cess, of which he has been well
on the way to honing. Ty Modra has won a $1000 grant to restore a 1956 BSA Banten Major


