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Forward
I apologise for the time it has taken to present this report to the
Foundation. I have been awaiting copies of photos taken on the
day and am now able to include them as part of this report.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions I was asked to step in to officiate
the presentation of one of this year’s recipients. Being the
mother of a former recipient, I was honoured to be able to help
the foundation.
As I have firsthand experience, I am only too aware of the
impact the work done by the Foundation has on ensuring our
younger generation take up the rewarding task of
guaranteeing the future of the historic motoring movement.

Ceremony
The COVID-19 restrictions meant that we were only able to
have 10 individuals attend the ceremony including Brodie and
me. Brodie’s family was obviously the number one
consideration and attendees included his mother Melissa,
brother Saxon, Grandparents Rini and Barb Zysvelt.
It was essential that as many people witness this important
occasion as permitted due to the significance of the honour
being bestowed upon Brodie. Witnesses included Alan Stevens,
Clive Bennett, Merv Rushton, and Richard Mills. Garry
Dempsey and Velda Webb kindly filled the role of
photographers.
The actual ceremony had to be conducted outdoors to enable
the number of people present to witness the presentation. It
was decided that the ceremony would be conducted in the front
of the V.V.C.C.B. club rooms as they had supported Brodie’s
application.
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The following article was circulated to VVCCB and CVRG for publication in
their newsletters and to the Federation for placement on their website.

Prestigious Robert Shannon Foundation Award
I was privileged to be asked on behalf of the Trustees of the Robert
Shannon Foundation to officially present to Brody Zysvelt one of only
two grants awarded this year.
The Robert Shannon Foundation was established in 2003 to preserve the
memory of Robert Shannon, founder of Shannons Insurance, who died
unexpectedly in March 2000. Robert was an avid classic car enthusiast
and a strong supporter of the historic motoring movement and was
concerned that it was not attracting enough younger people,
particularly in the areas of the preservation and restoration of classic
vehicles.
The trust is designed to assist young enthusiasts to complete a
restoration project and with limited funds just from monies invested by
the Trust and donations from clubs and individuals only those showing
a real potential for maintaining and restoring historic vehicles are
considered.
The foundation plays a significant part in encouraging young
enthusiasts and hopes that they in turn will share their experience with
other enthusiasts and eventually take on a leadership role in their club
and the wider community.
Brody thanked the Robert Shannon Foundation for their generosity and
the VVCCB for their support of his submission. He has promised to show
his finished project when it is complete, something I am certainly
looking forward to seeing.
Unfortunately, due COVID-19 restrictions the award ceremony was
limited to only 10 people out the front of the VVCCB club rooms. Brody
has been a regular face around the club since he was born, and no doubt
people will agree that he is a deserving winner of the prestigious award
and someone that the club should be very proud of. If you see Brody
over the coming months, please ensure you congratulate him for this
achievement.
Once again thank you to the Robert Shannon Foundation for their
ongoing support and dedication to the historic motoring movement.
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Conclusion
I would like to thank the Robert Shannon Foundation for
giving me the honour of presenting one of this year’s awards
to a very deserving young man.
I have known Brodie all his life and he has been involved
with the car movement in one form or another this entire
time.
His passion for Veteran, Vintage and Classic vehicles is
evident in his projects, enthusiasm and thirst for knowledge
and his desire to learn as much as he can.
Thank you to John Kennett for his notes on the Foundation
and I hope that others will be as appreciative as I am in
relation to the work done by the Foundation.
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